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work towards a better life for themselves and
their families.

NOTE: Copies of the report were made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary. An additional
release of May 18 announced that the President
proposed funding increases for homeless pro-
grams in cities across the country. A State-by-State
breakdown of dollar amounts was also made avail-
able.

Nomination for United States
Marshals
May 17, 1994

The President today announced his intent
to nominate Robert Henry McMichael as
U.S. marshal for the Northern District of
Georgia, John W. Caldwell as U.S. marshal
for the Southern District of Georgia, Roy
Allen Smith as U.S. marshal for the Southern
District of Ohio, and David William Trout-
man as U.S. marshal for the Northern Dis-
trict of Ohio.

‘‘I am pleased to nominate these individ-
uals as U.S. marshals,’’ the President said.
‘‘They are well-qualified, and I am confident
they will make a positive difference in our
fight against crime.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Appointment of Secretary of the
American Battle Monuments
Commission
May 17, 1994

The President today announced the ap-
pointment of Joseph S. Laposata as Secretary
of the American Battle Monuments Commis-
sion.

‘‘I am happy to name Joseph Laposata as
Secretary to the American Battle Monu-
ments Commission,’’ the President said. ‘‘His
career with the Armed Forces will provide
the Commission with a wealth of experience
that will certainly prove beneficial.’’

NOTE: A biography of the appointee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks on Signing the Human
Services Amendments of 1994

May 18, 1994

Thank you so much. I think Dr. Johnson
is a stronger statement for the merits of what
has been done and what is about to be done
than anything any of the rest of us can say.
If every American child could grow up to
be like him, we wouldn’t even have more
than half the conversations we have every day
in this town. So I thank President Johnson
and all those wise people, including the
founders of Head Start who are here and the
Members of Congress who were there then,
for starting this program 29 years ago. I thank
the Members of Congress here today for
working together across party lines, across
philosophical lines, across racial lines, across
district lines, from the city and from rural
areas, to make this dream real in our time
and to make the improvements and the
changes in the Head Start program that we
ought to make. I’m glad that Jeanne Kendall
was here from Kentucky to make her profes-
sion about the Head Start program. And she
brought one of her children, too, who’s down
there, a fine young man. Stand up. I want
him to—[applause]—see, he’s done quite
well—to remind us that children everywhere
need this program.

Everybody knows that this is not just a na-
tional Federal program, not the kind of pre-
conceived thing that people think when they
think about the Federal Government, you
know, ‘‘I’m from the Federal Government,
and I’m here to help you.’’ [Laughter] This
is not a program involving bureaucrats in
Washington making decisions that individ-
uals and families and teachers have to live
by. This is a program that is built at the grass-
roots by families and teachers and commu-
nities.

I’ve often said that governments can’t raise
children, that people have to do that. But
parents need help in a lot of places in this
country today, just like they did 29 years ago.
As I traveled America in 1992, I’d meet chil-
dren in every corner of this country who
would still be on the verge of showing up
for school not knowing their colors, their
shapes, their numbers, how to spell their
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names. And you ask, well, is that all that im-
portant? You bet it is.

You heard the doctor talk about how he
got his degree in biology. Maybe there is
nothing new under the sun, but when the
Scripture says that people perish without vi-
sion, I think there’s something to that. And
the flip side is plainly true: In order to visual-
ize, to imagine the future, you have to have
some structure in your head, some way of
organizing all the things that are coming in.
And there’s no doubt in my mind that one
of the reasons we have so much violence
among our young people today is they have
no way of organizing and processing and
dealing with and turning outward a lot of the
things that they are forced to confront day-
in and day-out.

Head Start helps these little children—can
you believe—I mean, first of all, they’re the
second best advertisement. How can they sit
here and listen to all these politicians and
people talk—[laughter]—and behave in this
way? Look at them. I mean, it’s been amaz-
ing. But it helps these children to know
they’re special and to begin to see the world
in a wonderful but still organized way. And
that is a very, very significant thing.

I do want to say to the Advisory Commit-
tee on Head Start Quality and Expansion and
to Secretary Shalala and to Secretary Riley
and to all those who worked on this program,
we all knew that there were some things we
ought to do to help Head Start move into
the 21st century. We knew we had to invest
in reform and put quality first. We knew we
needed performance standards because if
we’re going to spend the public’s money to
make the program work at the grassroots
level, we want children to turn out like the
man who introduced me.

We knew we had to expand the program,
that it was no longer justifiable with all the
kids in trouble in this country and needing
help, to do that. So Head Start will go from
serving 621,000 children in 1992 to about
840,000 in 1995. And we’re struggling hard,
Marian, with the budget—we met yester-
day—[laughter]—so that we can keep ex-
panding it beyond 1995. We’re going to give
local communities the option to meet the
new needs of parents and children with full-

day and full-year programs, which I think is
very important.

The bill contains new provisions to meet
families’ needs who have infants and toddlers
from birth to age 3. And I’m especially
pleased by the broad coalition in Congress
and the executive branch and among con-
cerned Americans all across the country that
focused on this vital area. Just a few years
ago, this would have been enormously con-
troversial. You would have had all kinds of
ideological arguments, unrelated to the re-
ality of these children’s lives. And because
of the spirit of primarily the leaders of Con-
gress who are here present and those who
are not here who supported it and those of
you who brought information to the table
about the real lives of these children and
their families, you made that happen. And
that is a dramatic change.

The third thing that this bill does is to act
to keep the gains that Head Start makes
going through the later years, because we
learned, much to our sadness, that some chil-
dren kept the gains all the way through their
lives and others were lost because of inter-
vening events. So we had to ask ourselves
what could we do to make these gains keep
going, to make sure that these children would
take the richness and the vision and the hope
and the self-esteem that they leave this pro-
gram with and be able to hold it close and
live by it and gain from it throughout their
lives. So I think that that is a terribly impor-
tant advance in this program that will help
not only the children but their parents.

Well, this is in some ways maybe the big-
gest part of the lifetime learning program
we’ve been pushing, all of us, through the
Congress with remarkable bipartisan sup-
port: the Goals 2000 program to establish na-
tional standards for our public schools and
to erase the difference between academic
learning and skill training; the school-to-work
program to help those young people who
don’t go on to 4-year colleges but do need
greater skills; now, the reemployment pro-
gram that we’re going to try to develop out
of the unemployment system, recognizing
that most people don’t get their old jobs
back. But today we begin where our parents
always told us we ought to begin, at the be-
ginning.
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And this is a wonderful day, I say again,
a tribute to those whose vision made it pos-
sible 29 years ago, a tribute to those who
have worked on these significant, dramatic
improvements today, a tribute to the parents
and the students who have proven by their
statements today and the lives they have lived
that together we really are one community
and we can pull together and help each other
in ways that make us all better people, better
citizens, and later, better parents.

Thank you all, and God bless you.
Now, let me tell you what’s going to hap-

pen. This is Brian Rivera; he’s 5 years old.
He’s the best dressed man here. [Laughter]
And I’m going to ask him to join me with
the congressional leadership; we don’t have
room here for all the Members who are here.
I would like for Senator Kennedy, Senator
Kassebaum, Senator Mitchell, and Congress-
man Ford, Congressman Goodling to come
up here and stand behind me. And as they
come, I’d like for all the Members of Con-
gress who are here to stand and be applauded
by the rest of us, because without them this
would not have happened. Please stand up.
[Applause]

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:17 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Dr. Ansel Johnson, former Head
Start student, and Jeanne Kendall, parent of a
former Head Start student. S. 2000, approved
May 18, was assigned Public Law No. 103–252.

Statement on Signing the Human
Services Amendments of 1994
May 18, 1994

Twenty-nine years ago today, President
Lyndon Johnson announced a program of
hope for our Nation’s most vulnerable chil-
dren and their families, a program designed
to give children a true ‘‘Head Start.’’

I am particularly pleased that many of
those who helped launch Head Start could
join us today to witness the fruits of their
vision and see the faces of those who entered
Head Start programs in that first summer of
1965. They represent more than 13 million
children and families whose lives have been
touched by this great program.

It is with tremendous pride that I help turn
the next page in the distinguished history of
Head Start by signing S. 2000, legislation that
sets forth a bold new agenda for the future
of the Head Start program. Over the years,
Head Start has been successful in improving
the lives of low-income children and their
families by providing health and social serv-
ices and education. These comprehensive
services have changed numerous lives and
contributed to a stronger future for our Na-
tion.

I am particularly pleased that this legisla-
tion, which authorizes a wide array of human
services programs, is the product of extraor-
dinary bipartisan cooperation. This effort
began last June when Secretary Shalala an-
nounced the establishment of the Advisory
Committee on Head Start Quality and Ex-
pansion. Its groundbreaking report set forth
a blueprint for creating a 21st century Head
Start and laid the foundation for the land-
mark legislation that we celebrate today.

This legislation seeks to re-energize the
Head Start program for generations to come.
Through this legislation, strong new efforts
will be made to improve the quality of Head
Start programs, and an important new initia-
tive will be launched to provide Head Start
services to families with children under age
three. Services will be tailored to meet the
needs of today’s families, and creative part-
nerships will be forged with other key pro-
grams at the State and local level.

Head Start reminds us that our country
cannot afford to waste its young or ignore
their families. We must value every child and
help every parent succeed. Head Start cre-
ates the sense of community that all of us
need in our lives. The dedication of thou-
sands of volunteers, staff, and parents helps
create the special relationship that defines
the Head Start program. Head Start is in-
deed a celebration of human diversity and
creativity.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 18, 1994.
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